
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
June 10, 2013 

Approved: July 15, 2013 
 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Vincent Amoroso, Clerk; Member; Robert Stemple, Member; Raid Suleiman, Member 

and Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Fox read the announcements.  
 

REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD  
• It was determined that the officer appointments being voted in this evening would go into affect tomorrow, June 11th.  Chair 

Fox called for nominations for Chair.  Member Suleiman nominated Vince Amoroso. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Hearing 
no others, Chair Fox closed the nominations.  Approved 5 – 0. 

 
• Chair Fox called for nominations for Clerk.  Member Amoroso nominated Bob Stemple.  Seconded by Member Suleiman.  

Hearing no others, Chair Fox closed the nominations.  Approved 5 – 0. 
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items #5 a & b, out of order.  
APPOINTMENTS  
• Ruth T. Anderson was present to be appointed as the new Town Assessor. Anderson related her background and her time with 

the Assessor’s office in Grafton. The Selectmen welcomed her to the Town. Further to the recommendation of the Assessor 
Search Committee, Chair Fox moved to appoint Ruth T. Anderson to the position of Town Assessor for a term effective June 
10, 2013 through June 30, 2014. Seconded by Member Stemple.   Approved 5-0. 

 
• Charles Weeks was present to be appointed Inspector of Wires. This appointment is necessary due to the passing of Tom 

Argento. Weeks was Acting Inspector of Wires during Argento’s illness. Weeks noted that his first job was apprenticing under 
Tom Argento and Argento was the one that had recommended him for Assistant Inspector of Wires back in 1994. Further to 
the recommendation of the Inspector of Buildings, Chair Fox moved to appoint Charles Weeks to the position of Inspector of 
Wires for a term effective June 10, 2013 through June 30, 2014. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
• At 7:15 PM Chair Fox opened a public hearing to consider the application of Nashoba Valley Nursery, Inc., d.b.a. Hayward 

Farms Ice Cream Parlor, for a Common Victualler’s license for the premises located at 36 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boxborough.  He reviewed the public hearing process and procedures. A list of those present is attached and incorporated by 
reference. Lisa Cote’ was present, representing the applicant. Cote’ explained the renovations to the building and 
reconfiguration. They intend to offer 27-33 flavors of ice cream; and to operate 7 days a week 12 noon to 10:00 PM during the 
busy season; closing in October. 14 high-school/college aged local kids have, tentatively, been hired. Their goal is to open the 
Ice Cream Parlor before the end of the month. TA Shaw spoke to the outstanding licensing and permitting issues. There was 
also discussion on the proposed restaurant planned for the other side of the building. Cote’ explained this would be operated 
under separate management and they are looking to open sometime in July. 7:23 PM Chair Fox closed the hearing.  Member 
Amoroso moved to approve the application of Nashoba Valley Nursery, Inc., d.b.a. Hayward Farms Ice Cream Parlor, for a 
Common Victualler’s license. The issuance of this license will be held in abeyance, until such time as the Building Inspector 
has issued the Certificate of Occupancy for the referenced premises. Seconded by Member Stemple.   Approved 5-0. 
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APPOINTMENTS  
• The Selectmen took up the appointment/re-appointment of the members to various town boards: 

  
◊ Zoning Board of Appeals member, Lonnie Weil, was present to discuss ZBA activities; and his re-appointment. Chair Fox 

moved to re-appoint Lonnie Weil to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, 
or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

◊ Al Murphy, Ron Vogel, and Diane Friedman were present for Ron Vogel’s re-appointment to the Affordable Housing Trust 
and Housing Board and Diane Friedman’s re-appointment to the Housing Board. They also updated the Selectmen on the 
activities of the Housing Board, Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust; and the Stow Road Concept Development Committee. 
Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Ron Vogel to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust of a term of two years, from July 1, 
2013 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. Chair 
Fox moved to re-appoint Ron Vogel to the Boxborough Housing Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 
2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. Chair Fox moved to re-
appoint Diane Friedman to the Boxborough Housing Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, or 
until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0.  

◊ Council on Aging Chair, Barbara Wheeler and CoA candidate, Helen C. Berry, were present to update the Selectmen on CoA 
activities; to discuss Wheeler’s re-appointment and Berry’s appointment.  Chair Fox moved to appoint Helen C. Berry to the 
Council on Aging for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. 
Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0.  Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Barbara Wheeler to the Council on Aging for 
a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member 
Amoroso. Approved 5-0.   

◊ Conservation Commission member, Hoff Stuart, was present to discuss ConsCom activities; and his re-appointment. Chair Fox 
moved to re-appoint Hoff Stuart to the Conservation Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, 
or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 

◊ Energy Committee Chair, Francie Nolde and member Margo Webber, were present to update the Selectmen on EnCom 
activities; and to be re-appointed. Nolde has been re-appointed as EnCom Chair. Nolde thanked Member Suleiman for his 
advice and support. Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Frances Nolde to the Energy Committee for a term of three years, from July 
1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0.  
Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Margaret Webber to the Energy Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 
30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0.   

◊ Conservation Commission member, Norm Hanover, thanked Member Amoroso service as the ConsCom’s BoS Liaison; 
discussed ConsCom activities; and his re-appointment. Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Norman Hanover to the Conservation 
Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. 
Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 

◊ Chair Fox moved to re-appoint himself, Les Fox, to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust of a term of two years, from 
July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso.  Approved 5-0. 
Town Clerk Markiewicz swore in those present. 
 

Though they were not present, both Matt Rosner and Becky Neville have stated that they wished to be re-appointed to their 
respective boards: 
◊ Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Matthew Rosner to the Recreation Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to 

June 30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 
◊ Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Rebecca Neville to the Personnel Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2013 to June 

30, 2016, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 
 

• Phyllis Tower, Animal Control Officer – Dogs and Cats was present to provide her report concerning the dog complaint filed 
by Norm Hanover.  Hanover was present for this discussion. She has discussed this incident with the dog owner (Crowley) 
and Hanover and has determined that the dog was not being restrained when the incident occurred. Crowley has agreed that 
the dog will be kept in a fenced in area out back and will be securely tied when out in other sections of the Crowley’s yard, 
and the dog will only be out when Crowley is in the yard. She has explained to Crowley the tiers of enforcement actions and 
consequences if he fails to comply. ACO-DC Tower stated that this was the dog’s first offense; this is a reasonable resolution; 
no further enforcement action is necessary and recommended that no dog hearing be convened, at this time. The Selectmen 
determined that it should also be required that the dog be leashed when off of the Crowley’s property. The Selectmen thanked 
ACO-DC Tower for, once again, obtaining a reasonable resolution in these matters; confirming that, as stated in the Dog 
Control Bylaw, she has the authority to take enforcement actions, including the imposing of fines. It was determined that a 
public hearing will not be needed. Chair Fox moved to accept Animal Control Officer – Dogs and Cats’ report and to confirm 
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that the Animal Control Officer – Dogs and Cats is authorized to impose fine(s) if further infractions occur. Seconded by 
Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. Hanover stated that he was pleased with the outcome.  

 
• At 8:07 PM Chair Fox opened the Citizens’ Concerns portion of the agenda. TA Shaw confirmed that Philip Kicelemos had 

been advised that he would be able to present his concerns on health insurance this evening at 8:00 PM; however, he was not 
present. Member Amoroso noted that no materials have been provided by Kicelemos and it is a more efficient use of the 
Selectmen’s time if they have the ability to have a “read ahead” prior to any discussion at a meeting. Chair Fox closed this 
portion of the agenda.  

 

MINUTES  
• Chair Fox moved to accept the minutes for the regular session of June 3, 2013, as written. Seconded by Member Gorman. 

Approved 5-0. 
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Chair Fox reported that MAGIC held an Agricultural Forum on May 21st.  Also, MAPC’s Agricultural Planning project has 

really taken off. He is pleased with the collaboration and networking he is seeing. A major report on Agricultural interests in 
this region is due out soon. 

 
• He also reported that the Stow Rd. Concept Development Comm. received seven proposals and they will be conducting 

interviews of four of those submitters on June 19th.  The finalists will then be vetted by TA Shaw. The SRCDC will, again, 
have a booth at Fifer’s Day. 

 
• Member Suleiman reported that the Energy Comm. is working on arranging meetings over the next few months to address 

energy and recycling concerns as the school district begins the transition process. They are also looking to purchase recycling 
bins for some of the town facilities.  

 
• Member Amoroso reported that regionalization had passed on June 3rd.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• It was noted that the Selectmen will be responsible for next four Boxborough Leadership Forums.  

NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up two Reserve Fund Transfer (RFT) Requests:  

◊ Member Gorman moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $6.00 from the Reserve 
Fund to account #001-751-5915-5925, Acton-Boxborough Regional H.S. Debt Service. Seconded by Member Stemple.   
Approved 5-0. 

◊ Member Stemple moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $88.00 from the Reserve 
Fund to account #001-751-5915-5918, Acton-Boxborough Regional Jr. H.S. Debt Service. Seconded by Member 
Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

 
The deadline for FY 13 Reserve Fund Transfer requests is July 16th. Chief Ryder intends on submitting a RFT and presenting 
it to the Selectmen on June 24th.   
 

APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Matt Rosen appeared and though he was advised that the Selectmen had already approved his re-appointment to the 

Recreation Commission he took the opportunity to provide a “year in review” for newly re-formed Recreation Commission; 
current RecCom activities; goals for the coming year and potential projects.  There was also discussion on the possible 
replacement of the water fountain at Flerra that was vandalized over the winter.  Rosen will work with DPW to try to find a 
solution.  

 
• Philip Kicelemos appeared at 8:35 PM. The Selectmen re-opened Citizens’ Concerns. Kicelemos advised that he wanted to 

discuss the Town’s employee health insurance costs.  He reviewed his background in the life insurance and investment 
industry. He related the facts that he has gathered, noting that “...this town is overpaying for health insurance,” referring to his 
discussions with several individuals including “Maureen,” TA Shaw and a “Gentleman from Concord.” He went on to relate 
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his perspective as to why health care costs are so high in the U.S. At this point, Kicelemos was asked to state his proposal or 
the proposed action that he wished the Selectmen to take. Kicelemos stated that the “Gentleman from Concord” should be 
brought in to explain what [the Town’s insurance group] pays out i.e. administrative fees, loss ratios and long term claims. The 
Selectmen acknowledged that health costs are a concern. Background on the status of the Town’s current health insurance 
coverage and the studies & analyses done in recent years were further discussed by the Selectmen. Kicelemos then proposed 
that the Selectmen form a committee to review and study these costs, with him as a member.  TA Shaw gave an overview as to 
how the Minuteman Nashoba Health consortium works, but deferred; noting that Town Treasurer Dennehy has firmer grasp of 
this group’s workings and our health care costs, in general. The Selectmen also discussed how school regionalization may 
affect the Blanchard staff’s participation in this program. Kicelemos further suggested that the Town put employee health 
insurance coverage out to bid annually. Discussion concluded. The Selectmen thanked Kicelemos for this input and reiterated 
that they aware of the concerns related to the Town’s health care costs.  

 
• The Selectmen were asked to review the BoS Liaisons lists in their packet so assignments for FY 14 could be discussed on 

June 24th. 

ADJOURN 
• At 8:51 PM, Chair Fox moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JUNE 10, 2013 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 
 
 

 Municipal Elections were held on May 20th . Congratulations to the following incumbents on being re-
elected: 
• John Fallon, Town Moderator 
• Liz Markiewicz, Town Clerk  
• Mary Brolin, Local and Regional School Committee  
• Gary Kushner, Local School Committee  
• Sandy Haber and Rob McNeece, Library Board of Trustees 
• Jim Faulkner, John Markiewicz, and Eduardo Pontoriero, Planning Board 
• Dave Birt, Constable 

and  
• Bryan Lynch, Board of Health;  
 
Congratulations are also in order to our newly elected:  
• Constable Owen Neville  
• Local School Committee member, Kathleen Neville  

and  
• Selectman Jim Gorman  

 
The Selectmen would like to thank these volunteers and to all who ran for their commitment to the Town and to 
those of you who came out to vote on May 20th.  

 
 The Election to fill the U.S. Senate seat will be held Tuesday, June 25th, 2013. Information is available on 

the Town Clerk’s webpage.   
 

 The 2012 Boxborough Town Report is available at Town Hall and the Library. It can also be downloaded 
from the town’s website.  

 
 Boy Scout Troop 1 Boxborough will be conducting their annual American Flag Retirement Ceremony at 

Steele Farm on Thursday, June 13, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  You can drop off your torn or damaged flags to: Bo at 
the Transfer Station shed or Cheryl Mahoney at Town Hall during regular hours of operation.   This 
ceremony is open to the public and all are welcome. 

 
 The 2013 Boxborough Fifer’s Day celebration will take place on Saturday, June 15th at Flerra Field. The 

Day commences with the Fifer’s Four Mile Road Race; followed by a parade that steps off at 11:00 AM from 
the Blanchard School to Flerra Field and then presentation of the Golden Fife Award. The Fair will 
commence at noon and include food and barbecue, children’s games and activities, a volley ball tournament, 
booths representing Town organizations, and a local craft fair. There will be music throughout the afternoon.  
For information go to www.fifersday.org.  Among the activities offered with be an old-fashion picture booth 
sponsored by the Friends of the Council on Aging. Come have your picture taken with family & friends to 
commemorate  another Fifer’s Day or dress up in the costumes provided.  
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 The Friends of the Council on Aging’s Anniversary Lunch will take place Wednesday, June 19th at 12:00 

noon at the Boxborough Community Center, 30 Middle Road. Friends have the pleasure of again presenting 
Daniel Clark, the “Singing Trooper,” back by popular demand. All Boxborough seniors are welcome so 
please join us. While there is no admission charge, we expect space to fill up fast so please call Laura 
Arsenault at the COA office to make a reservation.  

 
 FY 2014 Transfer Station sticker applications are now being accepted. If you did not receive an 

application with your Real Estate Tax Bill, they can be obtained at Town Hall, the Town’s website or at the 
Transfer Station.  Please refer to the application for an explanation of fees.  As in previous years, the initial 
distribution of the FY 14 stickers will take place at the rear of Town Hall. There was a significant turnout this 
past Saturday and the next distribution will be Saturday, June 22nd from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m, again, at Town 
Hall not at the Transfer Station. Please note - you can only receive your sticker if your application has been 
submitted and processed. Applications can only be processed by the Tax Collector, Town Hall, 29 Middle 
Road and will not be accepted at the distribution event or at the Transfer Station.  

 
 

 Spring here and the Community Gardens, located at the corner of Middle and Depot Roads, are now 
available. If you are interested in signing up for a plot please contact Owen Neville at 978-263-3285 for 
details.   

 
 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road. To learn more or to provide your opinion, by completing a brief 
on-line survey, go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS”.  

 
 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are 
unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 
convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 
 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   
 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 
committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), 
Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Public 
Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (1) and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2).  Also, the Town 
Moderator is seeking 2 volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a 
town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge 
or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 
 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 
 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 
Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 
 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 
tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 
for broadcast.  

 
 Please call Laura Arsenault at the COA office (978-263-1116 extension 106) to make a reservation for FCoA 

Anniversary Lunch.  
 

 For information on the Community Gardens located at the corner of Middle and Depot Roads please contact 
Owen Neville at 978-263-3285 for details.   
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