
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
November 5, 2012 

 
Approved: November 19, 2012 

 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; and Vincent Amoroso, Member  
 
ABSENT:  Robert Stemple  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference.  
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Meeting Room of the Sargent Memorial Library.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The announcements were not read. 
 
The Board took agenda items #4a-b, out of order.  
MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Sessions of October 15, 2012 and October 22, 2012, as revised. 

Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 4-0.  

APPOINTMENTS 
• As he has for previous, severe, weather events, Fire Chief, Randolph White, was present to provide a de-briefing on Hurricane 

Sandy. We have experienced four (4) severe weather events in the past year. On Friday morning, October 26th, the 
stakeholders, Police Dept.; Fire Dept.; DPW; CoA; TA Shaw; the Selectmen; BERC; and LELWD come together to prepare. 
There was also a meeting Monday morning, October 29th, with the utilities companies. As with the previous events, MEMA 
and FEMA again provided assistance. MEMA and National Weather Service conducted conference calls twice a day prior to 
and during the storm.  LELWD did a good job keeping us updated. Hager well was topped off and extra staffing was put in 
place for the necessary departments. Periodic updates were provided to residents via posting on the Town and Fire Department 
websites; and on the Beacon’s website. Information was also communicated through Nixle, CodeRED, RU OK and reverse 
911.  Residents seemed have been able to be kept well informed using these systems.  Emergency shelter protocols were 
established.  Town Hall, Blanchard School and the Library were closed in anticipation of the storm. Power was out for most of 
the Town Monday afternoon but most homes were restored by that evening. There were two road closures due to downed trees 
and/or lines – Old Harvard Road and Depot Road.  There were 2-3 calls inquiring about emergency shelters but power was 
restored before they needed to relocate. Several issues/concerns came to light during the storm. Once again there were 
problems with the Fire Station’s generator but they were able to “piggyback” on the Police generator.  There are sections of 
the Fire Station that are not wired for generator power. Though it is in process, there are still no generators for the Hager Well 
site or the School.  DPW had to use a portable generator to run the fuel pump. The Town’s internet service went down when 
Town Hall lost power. We are now in the process of switching these services down to the Police Station to avoid this in the 
future. Radios were inoperable because the cell tower sites where the broadcast units are located lost power and these sites do 
not have emergency generators. The Dispatch center experienced a power surge and many of their systems, including phones, 
went out and could not be restored during the storm. The enhanced 911 system automatically rolled all 911 calls over to our 
mutual aid community, Harvard. To further complicate matters, the State’s 911 “trunk” line was down for several hours.  
Fortunately, emergency personnel were able to communicate using an older radio system. There is still a concern about being 
able to maintain emergency services during prolonged outages. To address many of these issues/concerns the Town will need 
to work on improvements to our essential core infrastructure.  Chief White and Chief Ryder will be working with their liaisons 
on this.  Chief White related input he had received from the LELWD General Manager. There was discussion about whether 
local gas stations are equipped with generators to run their fuel pumps during an outage.  
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The Board took agenda item #6a, out of order.  
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen opened discussion on the proposed articles and to close the warrant for the January 7, 2013, Special Town 

Meeting.  Conservation Comm. Chair, Dennis Reip & member, Norm Hanover were present to discuss Article #6 – Release of 
Existing Easement. The intent of this article is to “swap” an access easement in the Barteau Lane area. This article is necessary 
because the original easement was approved by Town Meeting. Reip outlined the need for this article and provided 
background, referencing the proposed Agreement of Easements and maps and diagrams provided. Chair Fox moved to support 
Article # 6 – Release of Existing Easement and to draft a favorable recommendation for this article. Seconded by Member 
Suleiman. Approved 4-0.  The Selectmen reviewed the rest of the warrant. The Moderator has provided his input. There was 
discussion as to the funding breakout being presented in the three Collective Bargaining Agreement articles (#1, 2 & 3). There 
was discussion about the Chiefs providing input on the information being provided in the articles. The Chiefs have been 
strongly advised that they are responsible for making these numbers work. It was suggested that the stakeholders should come 
to together, in order to discuss and eliminate potential issues prior to Town Meeting.  The visuals should be as clear and as 
simple as possible. There was discussion on the FY 13 budget data.  There was discussion about the Building Inspector 
position Funding article (#4) and the previous efforts to fill this position. It was noted that, again, there has to be a thorough 
discussion among the stakeholders prior to Town Meeting to identify potential concerns. TA Shaw intends to create a forward-
looking funding model on this. As to the remaining articles: the Selectmen had already gone over # 5- Tax Collection Article 
at their last meeting; Article #6 – Easement “swap” was just reviewed and with Article #7 – Road Acceptance there is nothing 
unusual. This is just standard procedure.    

 The drafting of recommendations was assigned:  
Articles #1, 2 & 3 (CBAs) – Powers & Fox 
Article # 4 (BICAO) – Suleiman & Powers 
Article #5 (Tax Collector) - Suleiman 
Article # 6 (Trail Easement) – Amoroso 
Article #7 (Pine Pasture Run) – Pro forma 

 Member Powers moved to close the warrant for the Special Town Meeting to be held on January 7, 2013. Seconded by 
Member Amoroso.  Approved 4-0. 

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Amoroso reported that the Regionalization Study Committee is in “outreach mode,” getting the word out about the 

regionalization proposal and seeking further input.  
 
• In related matters, Chair Fox reported he has asked TA Shaw to form a team to work on determining the possible concerns, 

and the legal description & language regarding conveying the Blanchard School facility to the newly formed regional school 
district if it is approved. He further noted that there will probably also need to be a discussion on the School’s water system as 
it is supplied from the Town’s Hager well site.  

 
• Member Powers reported that he and Chair Fox had met with both Chief Ryder and Chief White to discuss the communication 

issues that arose during Hurricane Sandy. 
 
• Member Suleiman reported that the Energy Comm. continues its effort to gain benefits similar to those offered by Green 

Communities. He is working to keep communications positive and open with LELWD.   It was suggested that a lobby effort, 
at the state level, discussing how to allow communities like Boxborough to participate in Green Communities could be a 
positive step.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that at a recent MAGIC meeting he learned that Bedford and Arlington are discussing a joint hiring of an 

Energy Manager to administer Green Communities related items in their communities. 
 

He also reported that the Stow Road Concept Development Committee has adopted the remote participation option.  A 
working group has, also, been formed to begin to outline what kind of development that could be considered. 

 
• All of the Selectmen noted that they had attended the Selectmen’s goal workshop on Saturday. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Fox opened discussion on the filing of disclosures of appearance of conflict of interest pursuant to c. 268A §23(b)(3) 

by the Boxborough members of the ABCC.  He outlined the process and the reasons for these filings. Member Powers moved 
to accept and place on file the disclosures of conflict of interest filed pursuant to c. 268A §23(b)(3) by Acton-Boxborough 
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Cultural Council members Pascale Belin-White, Todd Davis, Nancy Kumaraswami & Marion Powers. Seconded by Member 
Suleiman.  Approved 4-0. 

 
• The Selectmen reviewed their proposed Meeting Schedule (January – May 2013). Member Powers moved to approve the 

proposed meeting schedule for the Board of Selectmen for the period January 7 – May 22, 2013, as presented. Seconded by 
Member Suleiman.  Approved 4-0.  

  

CORRESPONDENCE  
• There was discussion on a letter from a resident who had an issue with the Tax Collector’s $1.00 duplicate bill fee, which is 

charged when the remittance slip does not accompany a payment. There is no notice on the tax bill that this fee may be 
charged.   

ADJOURN 
• At 9:24 PM, Member Powers moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 4-0.  
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOVEMBER 5, 2012 

 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 
 

 The Board of Selectmen will be holding public hearings, in the Grange Meeting Room on 

November 19, 2012:  

• At 7:40 PM to consider the proposed laying out and acceptance of Pine Pasture Run; 

and  

• At 7:50 PM to consider the adoption of a Residential Factor to determine the 

percentages of the tax burden borne by each class of real and personal property for 

FY2013. 

  

 Save the Date...... 

A Special Town Meeting will be held on Monday, January 7th at the Blanchard Memorial 

School. More details will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 

Sunday, November 11th. Admission is free and all are welcome. Members of the Boxborough 

Historical Society will be on hand to discuss this and the other exhibits. Contact John Fallon 

for more information or to arrange for a private tour.  

 The Friends of the Council on Aging will present “Planning for Medicare—Countdown to 

65” on Thursday November 15th starting at 7:00 PM at the Sargent Memorial Library, 427 

Massachusetts Avenue. Healthcare coverage is a critical concern for everyone but especially 

those approaching Medicare eligibility. This program is for those who wish to understand 

their options outside of employer sponsored heath care whether they are planning to retire or 

are continuing to work. Heather Hurd, of Blue Cross and Blue Shield, will explain the basic 

Medicare programs, outline various options and answer questions. All seniors are welcome, 

no reservations are required and admission is free.  
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 The 2012 Deer Hunting Archery Season has begun and will run through November 24th.  

This will be followed by Shot Gun and then Muzzle season.  For everyone’s safety and 

enjoyment please remember to exercise some trail safety commonsense during Hunting 

Season.  A listing of suggested Trail Safety Rules may be found on the Town’s website.  

 

The Holiday Season quickly approaching...... 

 The Annual Holiday Tree Lighting will take place at 4:30 PM on Saturday, December 1st at 

the Old Town Center, located at the intersection of Hill and Middle Road with parking 

available at the Boxborough Museum, just down the hill. Please come and join in the 

celebration.  This year there is a slight change – when it comes to baked goods donations. You 

are invited to bring your goodies to the tree lighting to share with others.  

 

 The Well-Being Committee is conducting an on-line survey of Boxborough residents 

regarding their family's health and well-being. The input received will be used to help develop 

programs to address wellness issues. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” to 

provide your opinion with this on-line survey. 

 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School 

District to include grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to provide their input to 

the Regionalization Study Committee. An informational flyer was included in your recent real 

estate tax bills with the Committee’s internet contact information.   

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to 

residents to hear what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  You learn more by going 

to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” for background on the project and to 

provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  
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 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or 

stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call 

and make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 

alternate member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (2), ConsComm (1), Design Review Board (1 

at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Personnel Board (1), Recreation Commission (4) 

and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee.  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers 

to serve on the Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will 

find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or 

interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on the Boxborough Museum or to arrange for a small group private tour of the 

Museum or Historic Town Center please call John Fallon at 978-264-0069.  

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: www.ab.mec.edu or 

email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  



  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
November 5, 2012 

Sargent Memorial Library Meeting Room 
427 Massachusetts Avenue 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:30 PM  

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

3. APPOINTMENTS 
 [Please be advised that times are approximate; please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier than scheduled]  

a) Fire Chief Randolph White, de-briefing on Hurricane Sandy, 7:30 PM   
b) Citizens’ concerns  

4. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, October 15, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Regular session, October 22, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 

5. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
a) Special Town Meeting, January 7, 2013 – discussion regarding proposed articles & close warrant  VOTE: 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council members Pascale Belin-White, Todd Davis, Nancy Kumaraswami 
  & Marion Powers – disclosure of appearance of conflict of interest pursuant to c. 268A §23(b)(3)  ACCEPT & POF 
 
b) Proposed BoS Meeting Schedule (January – May 2013) VOTE: 

8.  CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

9. PRESS TIME 

10. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

11. ADJOURN 
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