
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
July 2, 2012 

 
Approved: August 27, 2012 

 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Vincent Amoroso, Member; and 

Robert Stemple, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  
 

APPOINTMENTS 
• DPW Director, Tom Garmon, was present to discuss the use of snow and ice surplus funds to purchase a spreader.  Member 

Amoroso provided background on this proposal; Dir. Garmon’s rationale for this acquisition and the proposed funding.  Dir. 
Garmon described the condition of existing equipment and the proposed equipment’s benefits. FinCom has given their support 
and the Town has also sought direction from the DOR.  Member Amoroso moved to authorize DPW Director Tom Garmon to 
use a portion of the available surplus balance in the Public Works Snow and Ice other expense line items for the purpose of 
acquiring a spreader in an amount not to exceed $14,000, subject to agreement by the Finance Committee.  Seconded by 
Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up the appointment/re-appointment of the members to various town boards: 
◊ Airport Study Committee Chair, Anne Canfield and ASC candidate, Cindy Markowitz, were present to update the Selectmen 

on ASC activities; to discuss Canfield’s re-appointment and Markowitz’s appointment.  Member Powers moved to appoint 
Cindy Markowitz to the Airport Study Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a 
successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.  Member Powers moved to re-appoint 
Anne Canfield to the Airport Study Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a 
successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0.   

 
◊ Personnel Board members, Anne Canfield and Pat Flanagan were present to update the Selectmen on Personnel Board 

activities; Canfield’s & Flanagan’s re-appointment and to discuss the proposed appointment of Sheila Bauer.  Member 
Suleiman moved to re-appoint Anne Canfield and Pat Flanagan to the Personnel Board both for terms of three years, from July 
1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.   

 
◊  Karen Warner was present for re-appointment as the Zoning Board of Appeals’ Alternate member. There was discussion about 

anticipated change in the make up of the ZBA Board in the near future. Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Karen Warner as an 
alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for a one year term, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013, or until a successor 
is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.    

 
◊  Al Murphy was present to update the Selectmen on the activities of the Housing Board, Boxborough Affordable Housing 

Trust and the Stow Road Concept Development Committee; and to be re-appointed to the Boxborough Affordable Housing 
Trust. Chair Fox moved to re-appoint R. Allen Murphy to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust of a term of two years, 
from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2014, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 
5-0. Though she was not able to attend the Selectmen also took up Joan Meyer’s re-appointment. Chair Fox moved to re-
appoint Joan Meyer to the Boxborough Housing Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a 
successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  
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◊ Boxborough Information Technology Committee member, Guillermo Chang, was present to update the Selectmen on 

BITcom activities, specifically the VoIP roll-out and to be re-appointed to BITcom. Chair Fox moved to re-appoint 
Guillermo Chang to the Boxborough Information Technology Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 
30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. Though he was not 
able to attend the Selectmen also took up Eric Wong’s re-appointment and there was discussion on Wong’s efforts to revamp 
the Town’s website. Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Eric Wong to the Boxborough Information Technology Committee for a 
term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 5-0.  

 
◊  Conservation Commission member, Richard Williamson, was present to discuss ConsCom activities; and his re-appointment. 

Member Amoroso moved to re-appoint Richard Williamson to the Conservation Commission for a term of three years, from 
July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Lori Lotterman of the Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee was present to discuss her time on the PCCC; some of 

this year’s activities and her re-appointment. Member Powers moved to re-appoint Lori Lotterman to the Public Celebrations 
& Ceremonies Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by 
this Board. Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 5-0. Town Clerk Markewicz swore in those that were present.  

 
The Selectmen took up the re-appointment/appointment of the candidates that were not present, but have confirmed that they 
are willing to serve:  
◊ Member Powers moved to re-appoint Trena Minudri to the Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee for a term of three 

years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Chair Fox. 
Approved 5-0. Also, Member Powers moved to appoint Trena Minudri to the Historical Commission for a one year term, 
from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 5-0.  

 
◊ Karim Raad has agreed to continue to serve as the Finance Committee’s representative on the Boxborough Affordable 

Housing Trust.  Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Karim Raad to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust for a term of two 
years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2014, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. 
Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Chair Fox moved to re-appoint Christian Habersaat to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term of three years, from July 1, 

2012 to June 30, 2013, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  
 
◊ Member Suleiman moved to appoint Sheila Bauer to the Personnel Board for a term of two years, from July 1, 2012 to June 

30, 2014, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.    

MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Session and the Executive Session both of June 22, 2012, as 

written.  Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.  
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Amoroso reported on and updated the Selectmen on the Regionalization Study Committee’s activities, including web 

posting of information and links so residents can provide input.  
 
• Member Suleiman reported that the Personnel Board is discussing possible changes to the Town’s employee compensation 

structure. This is a long term project.   
 
• Member Stemple reported that the previous FinCom meeting was cancelled but he intends to be at their meeting next Monday.   
 
• Chair Fox reported that BITcom has been reviewing concerns regarding the VoIP installation. The next step is for the 

installation at Police & Fire.  They are also looking into acquiring a new, more “user-friendly” domain name for the Town.    
 

He also reported that the Joint Housing Board/Stow Road Concept Development Committee meeting could not be held last 
week due to quorum issues.  

 
Chair Fox reported that he continues to participate in collective bargaining discussions. 
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• Member Powers reported that he had met with Fire Chief White and discussed carrying over vacation time. 
 

He also reported that this afternoon an agreement was reached with the Dispatch Union. The terms will now be submitted to 
Town Counsel for review. Discussion continues with the Police Union.   

NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up the annual employee appointments. Chair Fox moved to appoint:  

Donald Morse Animal Control Officer 
Donald Morse Animal Inspector  
Donald  Morse Cemetery Superintendent 
Phyllis Tower  Dog Officer 
David Birt Election Warden 
Richard Golden Election Warden 
Phyllis Tower Field Driver 
Michael Guzzo Town Accountant 
Duane Adams Town Assessor  
Elizabeth Hughes Town Planner 
Margaret Dennehy Town Treasurer  
Craig Martin Call Inspector of Buildings and Code Administration Officer  
Tom Argento Electrical Inspector 
Charles Weeks Assistant Electrical Inspector  
Gary Corey Inspector of Gas & Plumbing 
Norman Card, Jr. Assistant Inspector of Gas & Plumbing 
Kopelman & Paige. PC Town Counsel   
Nicholas A. DiMauro Sergeant 
Warren J. O'Brien Sergeant  
Brett A. Pelley Sergeant  
Nathan W. Bowolick Patrol Officer 
Patrick S. Colburn Patrol Officer  
Philip M. Gath Patrol Officer 
Jeffrey C. Landgren Patrol Officer 
Benjamin M. Lavine Patrol Officer 
Edward W.  Pokornicki, Jr. Patrol Officer 
Robert R. Romilly, Jr. Patrol Officer 
Gordon N. Clark Special Police Officer 
Steven P. Duffy Special Police Officer 
Patrick E. Mortimer Special Police Officer 
Robert  DaCosta Special Police Officer 
Brandon Bruin Special Police Officer 
Peter Kinnas Special Police Officer 
Katelyn  Pfeifer Special Police Officer 
Sean Dineen Special Police Officer 
Phyllis Tower Lock-up Attendant 
Richard Tower Lock-up Attendant 
Amy  Waxman Lock-up Attendant 
Gary  Whitaker Lock-up Attendant 
all for terms commencing July 1, 2012 and ending on June 30, 2012;  and to appoint John J. Jennings III as Inspector of 
Buildings and Code Administration Officer for a term commencing July 1, 2012 and ending on August 12, 2012. Seconded by 
Member Powers. All appointees approved 5-0, except the police.  Member Suleiman recused himself from Police Dept. re-
appointments so the Police Department re-appointments were Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained).  
 

• There was discussion on the input that has been received by both Chief Ryder and Chief White suggesting that their respective 
official appointments/titles be augmented to include specific responsibilities: 
◊ Chair Fox moved to appoint Warren B. Ryder as Keeper of the Lock Up, Dispatch Center Co-Director and Deputy 

Emergency Management Director for a term commencing July 1, 2012 and ending on June 30, 2014.  Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). 

◊ Member Powers moved to appoint Randolph T. White as Dispatch Center Co-Director for a term commencing July 1, 2012 
and ending on June 30, 2014. Seconded by Chair Fox.  Approved 5-0. 
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• The Board took up approval on several Reserve Fund Transfer Requests. The back-up documentation was reviewed and 
background was provided for these requests.  
◊ Chair Fox moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $15,225.92 from the Reserve 

Fund to account #001-210-5100-5114, Police Department Salary – Full Time Officers. Seconded by Member Powers. 
Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). 

◊ Chair Fox moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $6,739.38 from the Reserve Fund 
to account #001-210-5200-5242, Police Department Repair & Maintenance – Building & Grounds. Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained).  

◊ Member Stemple moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $4,515.48 from the 
Reserve Fund to account #001-221-5200-5119, Dispatch Salary – Full Time. Seconded by Chair Fox.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Chair Fox moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Robert Zurek from the Stow Road Concept 

Development Committee effective April 4, 2012. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 
 
• There was discussion on the status of Minuteman Regional High School feasibility study and the recent communications 

received from other member towns on this matter. Cheryl Mahoney, as the Minuteman School Comm. Rep. participated in the 
discussion.  It was determined that Mahoney would submit a request to the Minuteman School Comm. that they hold an 
evening Forum to discuss the “Out-of-District” enrollment issue, and that all stakeholders & state legislators be invited to 
participate.  This will be discussed further at an upcoming meeting.  

 
• There was discussion on the FEMA Grant for the Emergency Generator(s) and the project, in general.  FEMA has awarded 

Boxborough a grant for this project. There was discussion on the timeline and issues/concerns related to this project.  Member 
Powers moved to accept the Federal Emergency Management Agency Hazard Mitigation Grant in the amount of $177,117 for 
the purpose of funding the acquisition of emergency generators for the Blanchard Memorial School and the Hager well house. 
Seconded by Chair Fox.  Approved 5-0.  As part of FEMA’s prescribed procedures a Project Manager must be appointed. 
Member Powers moved to appoint Boxborough Fire Chief, Randolph T. White, to serve as Project Manger for the Boxborough 
Emergency Generators Project for a term commencing immediately and ending on June 6, 2015. Seconded by Chair Fox.  
Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up execution of the final paperwork to complete the process for the acceptance of Hughes Lane as a public 

way. Chair Fox moved to accept the deed for Hughes Lane, pursuant to the authority granted by the vote under Article 40 of 
the May 14, 2012 Town Meeting, General Laws Chapter 82, Section 21 and any other authority in any way appertaining. 
Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. The developer is also deeding over an undeveloped parcel in this subdivision to 
the Conservation Commission.  Chair Fox moved to accept the deed for a parcel of land situated on Hughes Lane shown as 
Parcel C on a plan entitled, “Fair Oaks Park Definitive Subdivision of Land in Boxborough, Massachusetts” Prepared for: 
Landwest Development, LLC, dated: September 2002, revised March, 2003, May 28, 2003 and July 29, 2003, by Acton 
Survey & Engineering, Inc. which plan is recorded with the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds as Plan No. 218 of 
2004 (“Plan”), pending acceptance by the Conservation Commission pursuant to the authority granted under G.L. c. 40 § 8C. 
Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.   

 
• The Selectmen took up discussion on the acceptance of the FY 2013 State 911 Department Regional Public Safety Answering 

Point and Regional Secondary Public Safety Answering Point and Regional Emergency Communication Center Development 
Grant. Chair Fox moved to accept the FY 2013 State 911 Department Development Grant in the amount of $28,400 to conduct 
a feasibility study for a Regional Emergency Communication Center (“RECC”) with the town of Littleton. Seconded by 
Member Powers. Approved 5-0.   

 
• The Selectmen took up the re-adoption of Designer Selection Procedures. The memorandum “Adoption of Design Selection 

Procedures” was reviewed and discussed. Member Stemple moved to re-adopt Designer Selection Procedures pursuant to the 
state designer selection law G.L. c. 7, §§38A½-O. Seconded by Chair Fox.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen discussed the Police Chief’s request to carryover unused accrued vacation time and voiced their concerns 

regarding this matter. Further to the request of Police Chief Warren Ryder, Chair Fox moved to authorize the Chief to carry 
over unused accrued vacation leave in excess of the 200 hours allowed by contract (approximately 74 hours excess at 
6/20/12).Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). 
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• Though not on the agenda, it was related that Fire Chief Randolph White similarly requests that he also be allowed to carryover 

accrued vacation time. There was additional discussion on this.  Staff should be using vacation time in a timely manner. It is 
the Selectmen’s purview to determine if and what amount they will allow an employee to carry over. Further to the request of 
Fire Chief Randolph White, Member Powers moved to authorize the Chief to carry over unused accrued vacation leave in 
excess of the 200 hours allowed by contract (approximately 147.9 hours excess at 6/20/12). Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 
5-0. 

 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion on preparations for the Appreciation Event and assigning tasks. 
 
ADJOURN 

• At 9:05 PM Member Powers moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JULY 2, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  There will be a booth and update at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair 

on Sept 8. Meanwhile to provide your thoughts, please go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” 

for background on the project and to provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” 

survey.  

 The Town is also conducting a Transit Service Survey to better understand the transportation needs of 

residents. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” to provide your opinion by completing a 

brief on-line survey or to print out a paper copy for submission. 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School District to include 

grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to share their thoughts and ideas with Regionalization Study 

Committee. An informational flyer was included in your recent real estate tax bills with the Committee’s 

internet contact information.  

 Tonight the Board of Selectmen continues its annual appointment process for the fiscal year beginning July 

1 and will be meeting with Boxborough citizens who have expressed an interest in serving the town.  Our 

boards and committees provide the backbone to town government, which could not succeed without the 

valuable contributions of its citizens.  We applaud those who continue to dedicate their time to the operations 

of the town.  Please consider participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.  

Remember Town Government Begins with You !!  

We are aware of vacancies which will need to be filled on the following 

committees:    the Airport Study Committee (1); Boxborough Information Technology Committee (2); 

Conservation Commission (1), Energy Committee  

(1-2); Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (1); Recreation Commission (3); and Steele Farm 

Advisory Committee (2).  Also the Design Review Board is seeking an at-large member and the Zoning 

Board of Appeals is seeking an alternate member.  

 

 The Transfer Station will be closed this Wednesday, July 4th in observance of Independence Day, and 

open for normal Saturday hours on July 7th. 
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 FY 2013 Transfer Station stickers are being distributed at the Transfer Station. There is still time, if you 

have not yet submitted your application. Forms may be obtained at Town Hall, the Town’s website or at the 

Transfer Station.  Please refer to the application for an explanation of fees. Note that after July 31, fees go up, 

so remember to apply soon. Once your application has been submitted and processed, you can have your 

sticker affixed to your vehicle at the Transfer Station shed during regular operating hours. Please note 

applications can only be processed by the Tax Collector, at Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, and will not be 

accepted at the Transfer Station.  

 

 The Central Mass Mosquito Control Program personnel intend to be in Town to investigate residents’ 

complaints about mosquitoes on July 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.  Complaints about mosquitoes may be made 

by calling the CMMCP at 508-393-3055.  Notice of the CMMCP spraying schedule is posted on their phone 

system daily after 3:30 PM and also available on their website: www.cmmcp.org.  

 

 Drivers are asked to use extra caution during the summer months especially in July. The Town’s Summer 

Day Camp Program began at Flerra Meadow today and will run through Friday, July 27th.  Drop off begins 

around 8:30 a.m. with pick up after 12:30 p.m.  Also many children will be riding their bikes to camp and 

around town in general during the summer so you are asked to drive with care. 

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back and will run through October. The market is located on 

Pearl Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and is open on Sundays from 10 AM to 

1 PM.  

 

   Save the date....                                                                                                                      The 

Boxborough Harvest Fair, previously known as the Agricultural Fair, will be held on Saturday, September 

8th at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church. An informational flyer was included in your recent real 

estate tax bills with more information forthcoming in the future.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the email 

hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are unable to 

stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually convenient 

time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: www.ab.mec.edu or email 

your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  

 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to www.abfarmersmarket.org ; or find 

them on Facebook – Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market.  

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2012 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  
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