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Meeting Minutes
August 24, 2015
7:30 PM
Morse-Hilberg Room, Town Hall, 29 Middle Road

Members Present:

Owen Neville, Chair

Eduardo Pontoriero, Clerk

Nancy Fillmore, Member

John Markiewicz, Member

Adam Duchesneau, Town Planner

Members Absent:
Hongbing Tang, Member
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:36 PM.

Meeting Minutes of August 10, 2015

Mr. Pontoriero raised some questions about the wording in the minutes. There was then a
discussion about statements made by Planning Board members which should be added to the
minutes. The Planning Board asked Mr. Duchesneau to make the edits and return to the Board at
their September 14 meeting with an updated version of the minutes for review and approval.

Correspondence
Mzr. Duchesneau indicated the Planning Board had not received any correspondence since their
last meeting.

Discussion: Noise Bylaw Examples from Other Communities

Larry White of 71 Sara’s Way was in attendance to discuss the noise bylaw examples with the
Planning Board. Mr. White felt the Town of Littleton’s Zoning Bylaw provided a great example
of a noise bylaw and it was easy to understand. However, he also noted he had some concerns
about the measurement locations and the duration of the sounds indicated in the bylaw. Mr.
Neville noted the most objectionable sounds might be higher in certain locations at certain
properties. Mr. White felt the decibel levels that were currently in the Boxborough Zoning Bylaw
should be retained. He also felt the punishments for noise violations should be severe as he did
not want to give violators the ability to simply pay a small fine and continue operating;
essentially viewing the fines as the cost of doing business. Mr. White noted that due to the
current noise situation at adjacent businesses, he could not enjoy his property under the current
living conditions.
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Ms. Fillmore asked how the employees running the stone cutting machines at Lawn Barber, Inc.
at 1034 Massachusetts Avenue dealt with this noise on a daily basis. Mr. White indicated it was
because all the employees were all illegal immigrant workers. He continued on to state that Lawn
Barber, Inc. has changed their use and expanded their operations since their original approvals,
and therefore should be required to return before the Planning Board for Site Plan Approval. Mr.
White noted he and his brother have tried to be patient regarding a response to their complaints
and felt the Town staff in the past would have acted on the matter more promptly.

Mr. Neville asked Mr. White if he recalled how the current sound bylaw was created. Mr. White
did not know but noted it would be an interesting topic to research. Mr. Pontoriero stated he had
read through the sound bylaw examples and was surprised to see how ambiguous some of them
were. He pointed out the Town of Littleton’s Zoning Bylaw speaks to ambient noise but he was
unsure what its definition meant. There was then a discussion about enforcement of sound
bylaws and independent verification of the entity who is measuring the sound.

Mr. Neville felt that a revised sound bylaw should include items which reference the American
National Standards Institute and the Massachusetts Division of Air Quality Control (DAQC). Mr.
Markiewicz indicated he felt the Town of Stow had a good sound bylaw. Mr. Neville stated the
first step in crafting an improved sound bylaw was finding out where the current sound bylaw
originated. Mr. Pontoriero asked if Mr. Duchesneau could draft an updated sound bylaw for
review by the Planning Board. Mr. Neville pointed out the Board was still in the discussion
stages at this time and the drafting of an updated bylaw should be undertaken at a later time. Mr.
Pontoriero asked that Mr. Duchesneau examine how other communities enforce their sound
bylaws.

Mr. Duchesneau asked if it was worth going to Town Meeting with a proposed sound bylaw
amendment if it was not going to fix the current situation for the Whites. Mr. Neville indicated if
there is an opportunity to improve the sound bylaw situation, then yes, it is worth the resource
investment. Mr. Markiewicz noted if no action is taken, someone may bring forward a sound
bylaw amendment to Town Meeting that may be deficient. He felt the Planning Board should
attempt to make the updated sound bylaw easy for people to understand. Mr. Pontoriero noted
even if the bylaw decibel levels do not change, the Board can still update the enforcement
aspects of the bylaw. He suggested there could be an escalation of fines to make potential
violators take the bylaw more seriously.

Review of 2015 MassWorks Grant Application Materials for the Route 111 Sidewalk
Project for Submission Approval

Mr. Duchesneau provided a recap of the changes which had been made to the application since
the last Planning Board meeting, noting the requested grant amount had been reduced. Mr.
Pontoriero asked if Mr. Duchesneau was confident with the updated grant request amount and
Mr. Duchesneau stated he felt it was quite accurate having reviewed it with Places Associates,
Inc. Mr. Duchesneau also indicated he was looking for Planning Board approval of the Letter of
Support from the Planning Board for the grant application.
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Mr, Markiewicz MADE a MOTION to authorize the Planning Board Chair to sign the 2015
MassWorks Infrastructure Grant Application Letter of Support from the Planning Board. Ms.
Fillmore SECONDED the MOTION. All members voted in favor.

Boxborough2030 (Master Plan) Update

Mr. Markiewicz indicated the Master Plan Update Committee (MPUC) is currently waiting for
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) (the consultant) to process the comments they
have received on the Recommendations and Implementation Plan. MAPC was supposed to have
the document turned around by August 18, but duc to the substantial number of comments
received the updated version would not be ready until August 31%,

Mr. Markiewicz noted there were conversations about creating a Master Plan Implementation
Committee (MPIC) with meetings every six months or so during the life of the Plan. He noted it
would be difficult to create another board to direct the other boards and commissions to
undertake the Boxborough2030 initiatives. Mr. Markiewicz stated the Planning Board needed to
focus on three to five very strategic activities which the Town needs to prioritize. He indicated
that for him, those items included water and ensuring the Town has adequate resources should it
decide to implement a town-wide public water supply. Mr. Markiewicz asked that when the
updated Recommendations and Implementation Plan was distributed, Mr. Duchesneau provide
the Planning Board with specific instructions on what needed to be reviewed.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM on a MOTION by Mr.
Markiewicz, SECONDED by Ms. Fillmore, with all members voting in favor.

On Behalf oxborotgh Planning Board
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